[bookmark: _Hlk75518755]"It is supposed to be a University of Technology in itself, regardless of the momentary economic situation, and it is to remain there permanently"
[bookmark: _Hlk75518894]                                                                Prof. Bogdan Stefanowski
[bookmark: _Hlk75518172]24 MAY 1945 President of the National Council Bolesław Bierut, Prime Minister Edward Osóbka-Morawski and Minister of Education Stanisław Skrzeszewski signed the decree on the establishment of Lodz University of Technology with three Faculties - Mechanical, Electrical and Chemical and a Textile Department.

Professors Iwaszkiewicz and Jan Werner, together with scientists living in Lodz and scientists who came to our city and to the University of Technology, formed a team of over 30 independent scientists who started their scientific and organizational work at the newly established Lodz University of Technology. As a result of joint meetings, it was decided to train future engineers in only three major fields and therefore create three faculties: Mechanical, Electrical and Chemical. It was assumed that the Faculty of Mechanical Engineering should include the following departments: energy and civil engineering, railway and civil engineering, automotive engineering, aviation, paper and textile, and the electrical department: energy, civil engineering and radio engineering. The period of study in all faculties was to be four years.
The research and teaching staff at the Faculty of Mechanical Engineering was headed by professors: Władysław Bratkowski - textiles, Leon Burnat - metalworking, Jerzy Dowkontt - car engines, Wiktor Duniewicz - pumps and water turbines, Rajnold Kurowski - durability of materials, Wacław Moszyński - machine parts, Witold Pogorzelski - mathematics, Michał Skarbiński - metalworking II, Bohdan Stefanowski - thermal engineering, Wacław Suchowiak - cranes, Bolesław Tołłoczko - steam boilers, Aleksander Uklański - steam turbines, Jan Werner - permanent combustion engines, Czesław Witoszyński - aerodynamics, Kazimierz Zembrzuski - locomotives, Ludwik Żarnowski - metal technology.  At that time, it was stated that such composition of the faculty professorship would allow students to freely choose one of the existing departments of the faculty already in the fifth semester. Gradually, the research and teaching teams of the Faculty of Mechanical Engineering were constantly strengthened, there were added: Prof. Paweł Prindisz dealing with spinning (Textile Department), Prof. Jerzy Bukowski - specialist in aircraft construction and Dr. Stanisław Wójcicki in aircraft engines (Aviation Department). In addition, inter-faculty departments have been established at the University. The Inter-Faculty Department of Physics was headed by Prof. Andrzej Sołtan with the help of Prof. Eugeniusz Skorko, prof. Władysław Kapuściński and Dr. Dmochowski, and the Inter-Faculty Department of Economics - Dr. Kazimierz Secomski.


[bookmark: _Hlk75520142]The core teams assembled in Lodz represented the best researchers Poland could have at that time and who could be attracted to Lodz University of Technology. The faculty was supplemented by fifteen assistant professors and over a hundred assistants, who in time became distinguished scholars and professors. Professors of outstanding merit thus acquired authorised Professor Stefanowski, under the authority of the Rector and the Senate, to assemble the Faculty Councils in which the Deans and Delegates of the Senate were elected.

JUNE 24, 1945 The following were selected at the Faculty of Mechanical Engineering:
- Bolesław Tołłoczko - Dean, and Wacław Moszyński - delegate to the Senate; at the Faculty of Electrical Engineering: Janusz Groszkowski - Dean, and Witold Iwaszkiewicz - delegate; and at the Faculty of Chemistry - Alicja Dorabialska -Dean, and Edmund Trepka - a delegate to the Senate. In view of the constitution of the Senate, the election of the Rector and Vice-Rector took place. Bohdan Stefanowski was unanimously endowed with the dignity of the Rector, and Prof. Osman Akhmatowicz - Vice-Rector 
In the first year of its existence, 15 Departments and 15 Divisions were established at the Faculty of Mechanical Engineering of Lodz University of Technology.
They were:
· Department of Mathematics (1945), its organiser and first head Prof. Witold Pogorzelski. In the academic year 1958/59 Prof. Dr. Lucjan Siewierski.
· Department of Mechanics I (September 1945) with the Division of Strength of Materials. The organiser and first head of the Department was prof. R. Kurowski. In 1952 the Department of Mechanics I was renamed the Department of Strength of Materials with a Division of the same name. After the death of Prof. R. Kurowski in 1953 the Department was headed by Prof. Jerzy Leyko
· Department of Machine Parts (1945). The organiser and first head of the Department was Prof.  Wacław Moszyński. The next heads of the Department were in turn:
- Prof. Wiktor Duniewicz (1946-1947);
- Prof. Witold Korewa (1947-1969);
- doc. dr inż. Wiesław Kaniewski (1969 - 1970);
The Department of Machine Parts included the following:
a) Department of Machine Parts - head Prof. W. Korewa;
b) Technical Drawing Department - head mgr inż. Jerzy Podsędkowski.
· Department and Department of Metallurgy (1945). The organiser and the first head of the Department was Prof. Ludwik Żarnowski. In 1953, after the death of 
Prof. L. Żarnowski, the Department was headed by Prof. Zofia Wendorff.
· Department of Metal Processing I was established in 1945, and its organiser 
and first head was Prof. Leon Burnat.
· Department of Metal Processing II (1945) with two divisions: Foundry Department and the Foundry Equipment Department. The organiser and first head of the Department was Prof. Michał Skarbiński, and from July 1, 1959, Prof. Janusz Szreniawski.
In 1956, the Department of Metal Processing II changed its name to the Department of Metal Technology, keeping the previous names of both Departments.
· Department of Cranes (1945). The organiser and first head of the Department was Prof. Wacław Suchowiak. After Prof. W. Suchowiak returned to work at the Warsaw University of Technology, the management of the Department
- from October 1, 1947 - was taken over by Prof. Aleksy Piątkiewicz.
· Department of Thermal Technology (1945). The organiser and the first head of the Department was Prof. Bohdan Stefanowski. After the departure of Prof. B. Stefanowski to Warsaw, where he took the position of the head of the Department of Theory of Thermal Machines at Warsaw University of Technology, the head of the Department of Thermal Technology was Prof. Ignacy Mostowski. After his death on 21.11.1953 the Department was headed by Associate Professor Feliks Kotlewski, who died in June 1969. He was succeeded by Associate Prof. Marian Mieszkowski
· Department of Steam Boilers (April 25, 1946). The organiser  and first head of the Department was prof. Bolesław Tołłoczko. After Prof. B. Tolloczko returned to work at Warsaw University of Technology, the Department was headed by Prof. Jan Kozdęba as of 1 December 1946. After his death, the Department was under the care of Assistant Professor Feliks Kotlewski, who was the head of the Department of Thermal Technology at the time, and the actual head of the entire work of this Department was dr inż. Tadeusz Kostrzewski. In 1949, the Department was renamed the Department of Boilers and Steam Apparatuses together with the Division of the same name.
· Department of Steam Turbines and Machine Science with the Department of Steam Turbines (July 1, 1945). The organiser and first head of the Department was Prof. Aleksander Uklański. In 1950 the Department changed its name to the Department of Turbines, and then in 1955 - to the Department of Thermal Flow Machinery. The Steam Turbine Department was renamed the Thermal Turbine Department. At the same time, a new Department was created, namely the Compressor Department, headed by Prof. Stanisław Kuczewski.
After Prof. A. Uklański moved to Warsaw, from the academic year 1955/56  
Prof. Władysław Gundlach became head of the Department of Thermal Flow Machinery.
· Department of Solid Combustion Engines with the Department of Internal Combustion Engines (1945). The organiser and first head of the Department was Prof. Jan Werner. In 1958 the name of the Department was changed to the Department of Thermal Piston Machines, and at the same time a new Department was created, namely the Steam Engines Department. After the death of Prof. Jan Werner in 1966, the head of the Department was assumed by dr hab. inż. Wajand.
· Department of Car and Aviation Engines (1945). The organiser and first head of the Department was Prof. Jerzy Dowkontt. In 1948 the Department was renamed the Department of Automotive Engines with the Division of the same name. In September 1953. - After Prof. J. Dowkontt had moved to Warsaw, the duties of Head of the Department were temporarily taken over by mgr inż.  Stefan Mogilnicki and at the same time the Department was supervised by Prof. Jan Werner. In the second half of 1955, mgr inż. Jerzy Jędrzejowski, deputy professor, took over as head of the Department.
· Department of Water Engines and Pumps (1945). In 1946 the name of the Department was changed to the Department of Pumps and Water Motors. The organiser and first head of the Department was deputy Prof. inz. Wiktor Duniewicz. After the death of prof. W. Duniewicz in November 1954, Deputy Prof. mgr. inż. Adam Kowalski was appointed Head of the Department from 1955.
·  Department of Textiles (1945), the organiser of which and the first head was Prof. Władysław Bratkowski. In 1947, the Department and its head were transferred from the Faculty of Mechanical Engineering to the Faculty of Textiles, established in the same year at Lodz University of Technology.
· Department and Steam Locomotive Department (1945). Its organiser and first head was Prof. Kazimierz Zembrzuski. After Prof. K. Zembrzuski's return to Warsaw, the Department became part of the Steam Boiler Department and practically ceased to exist as an independent organisational unit of the Faculty.
















These were the beginnings of the Faculty of Mechanical Engineering over 75 years ago.

Over the years, the structure of the Faculty has changed many times until it reached its present form. Since the beginning of the University's existence, the Faculty has been led by the Deans, and until 2019, the Faculty Council assisted the Deans in making important decisions affecting the Faculty of Mechanical Engineering.

DEANS OF THE FACULTY
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Prof. Kazimierz Zembrzuski
Dean of the Faculty in 1946-48
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Prof. Aleksander Uklański
Dean of the Faculty in 1948-52
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Prof. Jan Werner
Dean of the Faculty in 1952-54
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Prof. Jerzy Werner
Dean of the Faculty in 1954-55 and 1960-62
Rector of Lodz University of Technology in the years 1962-68
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Prof. Michał Skarbiński
Dean of the Faculty in 1955-56
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Prof. Aleksy Piątkiewicz
Dean of the Faculty in 1956-58
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Prof. Jerzy Leyko
Dean of the Faculty in 1958-60
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Prof. Janusz Szreniawski
Dean of the Faculty in 1962-64
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Prof. Włodzimierz Merc
Dean of the Faculty in 1964-66
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Prof. Zdzisław Parszewski
Dean of the Faculty in 1966-69

[image: ]
Prof. Władysław Gundlach
Dean of the Faculty in 1969-71
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Prof. Jerzy Lanzendoerfer
Dean of the Faculty in 1971-75
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Doc. Ryszard Przybylski
Dean of the Faculty in 1975-77
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Doc. Mirosław Banasiak
Dean of the Faculty in 1977-81
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Prof. Zbyszko Kazimierski
Dean of the Faculty in 1981-87
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Prof. Jan Krysiński
Dean of the Faculty in 1987-90 
Rector of Lodz University of Technology in 1990-96 and 2002-2008
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Prof. Andrzej Koziarski
Dean of the Faculty in 1990-96
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Prof. Marian Królak
Dean of the Faculty in 1996-2002
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[bookmark: _Hlk75516609]Prof. Piotr Kula
Dean of the Faculty in 2002-2008
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 Prof. Bogdan Kruszyński
Dean of the Faculty in 2008-2016
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            Prof. Bolesław Tołłoczko
First Dean of the Faculty 
in the years 1945-46






Prof. Tomasz Kubiak
Dean of the Faculty since 2016
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